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Response on Ted Video: How reliable is your Memory by Elizabeth Loftus
It is absolutely demoralizing and painful to see how many people get falsely convicted and end up in jail for offenses that they did not actually commit. The story that Elizabeth tells the audience about Steve Titus is extremely touching. It elicits empathy and sympathy from any person listening to it. In the case of Steve Titus who was falsely convicted of rape by false memory, I fully blame the judicial system for failing to verify the information given by the victim who claimed that she was absolutely positive that Titus was the one who raped her. The jurors ought to have taken other steps to verify such as running tests on both Titus and the victim to ascertain whether there was contact between the two. However, on the other hand, the story also sounds unbelievable because even though every person has his look-alike, a person on earth who resembles him or her, it is an improbable coincidence that Steve Titus looks exactly like the rapist and also drove a car that resembled that of the rapist. This part concerning the rapist driving a car that resembled that of Titus and also Titus resembling the victim makes the who story told by Elizabeth Loftus unbelievable.
A question that I might want to ask Elizabeth and also other people who study false memory is whether there actually exists such thing as false memory. To my understanding, memory is a capacity that human beings have in their brains to store information that has been witnessed through various senses. In this case, the most accurate for a person who has sight such as the rape victim, in this case, is the sense of seeing. This memory can be modified only if the person keeping the information in the memory decides to modify it. Otherwise, however suggesting the information exposed to the person might be, it might prove difficult to erase the true memory and replace it with false memory. I do not agree with Loftus that people can come up with false memories. Such individuals are people who know the truth but are desperate to put heavy burden to other people and therefore end up testifying against innocent people because they are unsure of who actually wronged them.
In this case of Steve Titus who was convicted of rape that he did not commit, I cannot agree with Elizabeth's suggestion that memory can be manipulated to the extent of completely accusing someone different who does not even resemble the person who committed the offense. One of the examples that Elizabeth gives in this video involves faces of two different people and she states that when people are fed with suggestive false information concerning the actual information they witnessed, they are bound to remember the false information. Well, in my view, I don't think that a person who remembers very well the face of he who raped her can forget and choose a different person who does not even resemble the rapist and say that she is absolutely positive or sure that the different person was the rapist. This is unbelievable. However, if such a situation occurs, then it is clear that the victims refuse to remember and lays the problem on the shoulder of another person.
Having listened and watched Elizabeth the results of her experiments as well as the results of other experiments conducted in various parts of the world, it has shocked me how possible it is to implant false memory into the mind of a human being. When people are given suggestive information, they are bound to make mistakes by misidentifying and also telling lies or misinformation about a case or event they witnessed. This is a dangerous trend especially to the justice processes in courts which fully depend on the memories of people, especially the witnesses. However, since our memories are no longer reliable, there is a great need in the justice system to emphasize on various methods of verifying information given by witnesses in courts such as DNA testing and also thorough cross-examinations of eyewitnesses to ascertain the truth. Otherwise, this memory unreliability will continue sending innocent people to jail and also mess up the society in which we live.
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